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THE COMMITTEE appointed to take into consideration the 
Act passed in the last Session of Parliament, for the regulation 
of Grand Juries in Irdandy with reference to the more effectual execu- 
tion of the same ; and the state of the present Law regulating the 
office of Constable in Ireland ; and to report their Observations there- 
upon, to The House; — Have, pursuant to the Order of the House, 
considered the subject referred to them, and have agreed upon the 
following REPORT : 

Y our Committee have considered the Act of last Session of Parliament 
most attentively, and they are of opinion, that the principle of 
that Act, in giving notoriety to all Presentments for Public Money, in 
providing a strict and open investigation by competent persons previous 
to the Assizes, and by enforcing a strict account of money expended 
upon Public Works, is wise and judicious, and calculated not only to 
provide for the better execution of Public Works, but to secure the 
co-operation of the landholders of the country, who provide the means of 
payment, by giving them an opportunity of ascertaining the utility of 
the Works proposed, and the application of the Sums expended upon 
them. 

Your Committee have to regret, that the great benefits which were 
contemplated in the alteration of the Grand Jury Laws, have not been 
fully realized in the Act of last Session ; but Your Committee hope, that 
the measures which they propose will have the effect of removing all 
obstacles to carrying the principles of the said Act into execution. 

A material obstacle to the execution of the Act of last Session, having 
arisen from the limited number of persons who were qualified by law 
to act as Magistrates for the previous investigation of Presentments, 
Your Committee have considered it proper, by making the qualification 
more extensive, and by including persons in it who were incapable of 
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acting by the law of last Session, to enlarge the number of those who 
may be found among the Magistracy of Ireland to carry the law into 
execution. 

Your Committee having found that great inconvenience had arisen 
from the necessity of sending in all Presentments to the Magistrates 
assembled at the Quarter Sessions held in the month of January, and 
in the month nearest to Easter, are of opinion, that the public business 
would be facilitated, both in the method of sending in Presentments 
for Public Works and in accounting for the expenditure of money, if the 
Grand J ury had the power of naming a period between each Assizes for 
holding Special Sessions. 

These are some of the alterations in the Law which Your Committee 
think it their duty to propose ; and as their labours have been chiefly 
employed in correcting matters of minor detail, which it would be 
impossible to explain in their Report, Your Committee have instructed 
their Chairman to ask for leave to bring in a Bill which will prove elfec- 
tual for the repair and improvement of the Roads, upon the principles of 
more perfect investigation, and more full and fair account of the Expen- 
diture of Public Money. 

With respect to the instructions given to Your Committee, to consider 
the means for the better regulation of the office of Constable in Ireland, 
Your Committee are of opinion, that such a comprehensive measure 
should form the subject of a separate Act ; and the Session being now 
too far advanced to mature such a measure into a Law, Your Committee 
beg leave to recommend it fOr the consideration of the House, in a future 
Session. 

2 June 1819. 
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